SAGE: How it Works

Gifted
and
Talented
Academically Out-of-the
Advanced X
All three groups may be identified in GT _ B‘_J
programs or some districts may only ; :
included gifted who are both bright and Bright Divergent
divergent thinking. The truly gifted, Thinkers

especially, may feel like misfits and face
similar struggles socially as students
identified in Special Education.

General Education: in making accommodations for students (according to the gifted child’s need, a i
504 plan or the IEP), teachers receive input, tools and ideas from both GT and Special Ed. teachers and !
staff that they in turn apply to all students. Ex: imagine 2" grader Sam is struggling to understand math :
concepts but he does not qualify for Special Education (or 504); the teacher can apply some of the tips she i
has learned for Susie who has a 504 plan and resource support without Sam having to qualify for special :
services. Ex: Master Teachers and Mentor Teachers often teach mentees tools and instructional techniques
. developed for the Gifted to engage bright students (but not identified as GT) in the general education class. !

Special
Education
(Includes Section 504
and Spt_amal Section 504
Education) Students have a 504
plan defined by a

campus committee.
They may need fewer /
milder accommodations
for challenges like
ADH/D, speech only,
mild math or reading
dyslexias. Often these
students use Resource

Special
Education

Special Education
An A.R.D. committee meets

annually to develop an Individual

Education Plan (I.LE.P.). These services in or out of the
students may receive services in general education
Resource and/or in Special classroom.

Education classrooms. They face
more significant challenges
medically and/or educationally.
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Special Education
Carrie Morris, RISD Council of PTAs SAGE Sub-Chair
carriemorris4@yahoo.com

Included below is a summary of topics most relevant to student(s) and their families that
are either (1) learning how the special education process works, (2) are at the beginning
stages of referral or evaluation, or (3) already receive services and wish to learn even
more. This overview of special education is merely a starting place. Please visit the
website links listed below for more in-depth information.

Please also use the search tools available online to find specific information for your
family’s needs. The special education process can appear to be a bit overwhelming in
the beginning. The good news is that there are many parents that have been where you
may be right now and want very much to help shorten the learning curve for you. Most
importantly, please know that you are not alone!

Top websites to bookmark for quick reference:

Texas Project First (http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/) is an excellent starting place for
learning about special education in Texas. It was designed by parents for parents and is
a project of the Texas Education Agency. This website is in both English and Spanish.

Texas Parent to Parent (http://www.txp2p.org/) is a nonprofit organization created by
parents for families of children with disabilities, chronic illness and other special needs
throughout the state of Texas. The majority of their staff, Board of Directors, and
volunteers are parents of children with disabilities or chronic illness and have many
years experience providing parent to parent support.

Getting Started
Here is the list of the steps involved with the special education process for children aged

3+ (http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/SEProcessStep.html):
Step 1: Request

Step 2: Notice of Rights

Step 3: Evaluation

Step 4: ARD/IEP Planning Conference

Step 5 & 6: The ARD/IEP Meeting

Step 7: On-going Assessment and Data Collection

Step 8: Examine Data and Make Recommendations

Educational Care and Partnership
Special education is federally regulated under IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Act)

and is the law for you to understand. Please visit
http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/IDEA.html for a comprehensive yet-easy-to understand
outline of IDEA’s four parts. Be sure to locate the definition of FAPE (Free and
Appropriate Education) and LRE (Least Restrictive Environment). Another terrific
resource for legal guidance is Wright's Law (http://www.wrightslaw.com/us.htm).
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